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AN EXAMPLE OF WJ!IARD SHlELIS' EARLY WORK T.&KE!i FROM 

'VAGABOND JD!, ' -,11 UNION JACK, MAY 12th , 1900 . 

h 111 iut.a11t he ba4 lan ir o,u tbe door, a.ad ,._, bt did so 
te Jtll td u tii:1 top of k1a Toict : 

'•Helpl help I" 
l'or l,yi..a.a Hanlffa ou the to11r wu CUilie 1.i,nk. lalt face 

ct a deathlib ,-uor , ud MDd.lDc owr \U ..urtous 1111.n 
... a tall a.- lloltill& a UD.111 ~ Ike eoi,lcll,. ol wlllch 
be wa.s tl'J{n.g to fcrce bet1Jetn t llt dat.W lffth of lleu\tu. 
Gaztb. 
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Jrom the [di tor"s 

Prioe la . 64. 

IT DOES YOO GOOD, A few weeks ago I picke d up, quite by chance , 
a copy of "Timo and Tido", In it I ca)IO acros s a let te r f r om on 
l rieh oorr eapon dent who wao seeki ng intomation about t he 'Bo1 a ' 
Journal •, which he thought waa publiohed in the laot quarter o f t he 
laot cent ury, Thanko to our rec orda, I waa ab l e to give him th e 
dettlile of t he paper' o run, WhJ.let awaiting a r eply I came 
acroee eewral volumae of the old Vic to rian pub lication 1n t he 
Earry Stablee oolleotion . 

Mr, Keenan rep lie d and mentioned hopetlllly aewral eeri ala 
he r emember ed 1n th oaa papen of l ong ago. Lo ! IUld behol d ! they 
ware all in the volumea at Bradford, The upahot waa ha bought 
the l ot , In e lett er expreasing hie delight, ha aaid t hat whon 
ha "-rote the l et tor to "Ti.ma and Tide" ho had 11 ttle hope he would 
get any information, le t alone actually aeoure the volumes . 

Another dllJ' I rec eived a lott or from th e lady Libruian of 
the Cumberl and Libu.ry at Ccrlial o, She aai d aha had vi a i t ad 
the exhi bi ti on of old boya• books we had put on at Ner,ou tle a 
fr,w yoara ago, eo eho wondered if I could holp her, One of her 
readara nae e»xi oua to t race a pho t ogra ph of a relaUve '1h1ch had 
once appe ar ed 1n th e •Boye• Own P..,e r'. That r eade r oould only 
aay it ,wpe!U'ad pro bably between 1870 and 1900 . That oert ein ly 
looked lik e meaning acme reoeorch, but I though t "Just the job 
for Anthony Boker, he' ll glo17 1n the t aolc, " for ha had bought 
a tack a of B, 0, P' a f'rom th o Bnrry Stnblea oolleotion, 

Anthony did volunt eer , Jua t ae I thought, and at the moment 
I om eage rly , •.iting to hear if ha has found that photo . 

That great f all Ol'I, Har17 Stabl oo, gave plo aaura t o man,y 
01hilet ha ..-aa alive; like othe r s of hie kind he doea ao s till even though he baa paased over . 
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And you know, t he r e is a fee lin g of co nten t in doing a good 
turn even if to a oomplete s t range r . Another score fo r t he 
Brotherhood of Happy Houre. 

* * * * * * * 
TIIE SILVER JACKEI': This euccess fu l Austral ian monthly for boys 
i s now running a ner, aerial by F:rank Richards , 1 The Ba.rring - Olt 
at Carcroft ' , a popular subject in Frank Ric har ds stories . 

The edito r of The Silver Jacke t , J,!r • ..rthur Gorf ai n, is now 
in England and the London Club hope to welcome him t o their June 
meet ing . 

******** 
THE 1955 A!INUAL: The year is get tin g on and next month the usu al 
form s 11111 be issued. At the same t ime I shall be telling you 
somethin g about th e artic le a al re ady being writte n or planned. 
Yes, we are half-way, yet I have to S8'f r egr etfu ll y , t hat there 
are still some subs . outs tand i ng for the las t one. One or t"l';o 
e.re payin g by instalmente, and that ' e okay by me but others ha ve 
ignored my pleas . That's herdly pla yin g the game , is it? I 
did not lik e to mention the subject whilst we were celeb rat i ng 
!lo, 100, but I would like to be ab l e to fill up the blanks in th e 
sub scription li st now. 

Your s si ncere ly , 

HERBERT LECKENBY. 

--------- - ------------ --- ------- -
STORIES I REMa!BIB 

by Herber t Leckenb y 

No. 5 - "Young Yardley" - Author "Rich!U'd Randolph" ( J . N. Pentelo<t) 

On seve r ?.l mornings durin g the winter months l etTi tched on 
the radi o at 7 a . m. and listened to the broadcas ts of th e Tes t 
.Mat ches then go i ng on "down W1der". I t t'las worth leaving a warm 
bed to l earn rig ht from the scenes of battl e of the galle nt deeds 
of Hutton , T-;son , Cowdre.y, Statham and Co. 

Stumps dr awn I settle d down w1 t h a cup of tea by the fir e, 
and the coming of the dawn found me r eadi ng 11 aerial story which 
appeared in t he ' Boye Realm' 34 years ago . The story was 11Yom1g 
Yardley" by Richard Rando l ph, other.vise John lli x Pente l ow, tha t 
master writer of s t ori es on cricket in th e long ago. Soon I was 
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engrosse d in the doings of Hobba and Rhode"! Armstrong and Gregory , 
those c ri cket heroeo of a bygone daJ', To a lover of King Cri cket 
who r emembers them all what better w43 to epend the early hours 
of a winter • s day. 

Well, l et me try and dsscribe br iefly this story which en
trances me still , It started in th e "Boys Realm" (2nd se riea ) 
in !lo. 107, April 16th , 1921 and ran until !lo. 126, AU8Ust 27t h , 
Its hero was Gilber t Ralph YardloJI a young Australian, who just 
bef ore the departure of the Tes t team "Armstrong's men", pl 43ed 
some outs t anding cricket in eome count r y games , so much so tha t 
h• was chosen "t the lost moment to make t he Englis h tour , In 
pae s ing , one might 883 how strange it was that Pentelov, should 
choose the name 1Yardley 1 , a by no means OO!llllOn ono for a fict i 
tious Teat cricketer, for "" all l overs of the game knO'il, yeara 
1.,ter a playe r with the.t name t1as destined to rise to feme 1n the 
wrld of cricket , and in foot Ollptain Englnnd against Australia , 
But poor Pentelow Wes never t o knOIV for he died lon g before 
llormon Yardloy' a dcy. 

Anotts r l eading charac t er in "Young Yardley" was John Alston 
Ferr ara , wholill>P<n!d to be out i n Aust r alia at the ti me, Yardloy 
and he were old "frien ds fo r they had been at Thi r lestMo School ' 
in England together and had in f act llppeared in an earlier "Boye ' 
Realm" aerial, "Ferraro of the Sixth 11. On going to Oxford Ferrara 
gained his cricke t blue Md al so plo,.ved for Worcestershire , 

There was a subsidiary plot in the story concerning a my
sterious packe t placed 1n t he care of Yardley by hi s uncle who 
"as shot just before his neph"" ' s departure f r om Aust ral ia , He 
or Ferrar a have to carry it about until the close of the Toot 
tour , and several et tempts to take i t from them are made by a gMg 
headed by one Wel don Barche rd, who he.d als o been at Thir lss t ane. 
But I shan't •SJ much about that for in thie st ory the cricket w:is 
all that matts r ed, 

To me t he fascinating part of a Pent elow cricket sto r y was 
the wa;r he introduced real players of its da,y , He was abl e to 
f or he knew them all , !lot only di d he brin g them in but some 
of them figured qui ta promin ant ly in "Young Yardley ", ll'SlT1ick 
=s trong and Cl arence Pellow , for i nstance . Older cric ket 
lovers who may r ead this wi ll ;,robably remember t hat the ll. C,C. 
tesm , captained by J.17. H. 'l', n:iugl as was in Auatralia fo r th e Tealaof 
192(k? l and they and the Australian t eam left for .England to -
_g~tEer. This is how Pentel 0\7 described it, mixi ng faot and . , 
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fiction,-
" Yardley stood by the r ail watching th e cro wd, and by 

his aide was Jack Ferra.rs, his chum, the Oxford crack, who 
had boen invited to join the 1:.c. c• a team , but had been 
pr evented by business from doing eo . Bot h tall , but Fer rar a 
the more s t alwart of build , they mode a fi ne p air a s they 
stood there , Fer ra.r s with hi s red-go l d ha i r , Yard l ey chest 
nu t haired, both hand some and bronze d and manly . 

!lot far from the m stood, side by sido, Warwick Armstrong , 
the colossal skipper of the .r.ust ralian side and Joh n Dougla s, 
the :nglish capt ain , black - haired, ~·i th a coun tenance the 
hue of v,ell-toned saddle leath er , There too, John Hobbs, 
the pride of SUrrey, and little bull dog Pa t sy Hendren, and 
!lllilin g ge nial 'l.'il fred v_hodee and tall Frank l'loolloy, and 
most of the otho r &iglishmen, w1 th Aus tralians scattere d 
911ong them - Ii ttle Johnny Taylor and Charlie Macar tney, 
smell e r still, and Tom Andrews, not much bigger, with lithe , 
;viry Jack Gregory, and tho tal lor figuroa of Ryder ond 
Hendry. Gr ey-h,u-i ed Carter 1111d young Oldfield, who migh t 
have bee n fath e r and eon , by t he ir apparent r espec tive 
ages ; t ho two /ulstralia.'1 wicke t keepers bnd forega the r ed 
with little Strudm.c k e.nd sturdy Dol phi.n , the two Engli sh 
stwnpers; Park in wns talking to Ja!,,i l oy , possibly so eking 
hints on th e goo g l i e . " 

Yee, great and honoured nemee in cricket history. ldany 
of th em, Rlas! like Pentelor, riould not be listening in to the 
broadcasts fro m J.ustrali a in tho r, inter of 195 4- 5• 

On arrival in &iglan d Pen t oloo did no t make the mistake 
of making Ye.rdley oarry evorytbing before him in th e oarly games 
agai nst the counties , !lo f!lil ed i n some - th a t s c.ricket , the 
unprodictablo glll!le. Then CIUlle th o First Test at 11ottinghlUll , 

Pentelor : we.a hi s om1 sel oc tor. 1,s his descriptions coin
cided as near ly a s possible "itb the actual de.tea o f the gameo, 
ho he.d, of course, t o r,rite some wooka in r.dvonce . In thia 
first Toet he h~d C. B. Fry ae cr.ptnin , rath er surprisin gly, ao be 
vmuld oven t bon be on the vorgo of 50 years of age , I may be 
wron g but I bo liov e th e England 0 6pt !lin v:as J . W. li. T. Douglas, 
that ho hold the position for th o soocnd and third, 1111d wns th en 
ropl e.ood by .; , ? ,F , Chepman for t ho last tTIO. 

11.Acc ording to Pontelorl " lligland put up an onormous soore in the First Teet, declaring at 586 for sovon '\"1ickots, with 
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C,B, Fry , Jack Bobbe, and Jr.ck Ferrara getting centuries , wi t h 
Austral1" struggling thl'01.lgbout, The record books, however, 
he.ve it that J.uatrR11,. won ns they al so did the next two. 

In that English innings yo,mg Yardley did not get a wicke t 
but be played a dramatic part before the finish. DJrin g the 
week- end he was captured by the gang, and on the llonday J,.ustralia 
had to bat without him and had to toll ow on, Then on the Tues
day when al l seemed l os t Gilbert, -havi ng escaped CB.Cle dashing on 
to · the ground just in time to join 17erwick Armstrong in a lkat 
wicket s t and to aa.ve the game. 

J. typical Pentelow touch in de acri bing- the game ru,d one 
which should particularly interest our nottingham members ue.s 
thie1 George Gunn of that county was batting. He hit a bal l 
ri ght into a stand and it wns doftly caught by a spectator , Gunn 
turned to Mailey and asked "Know· who that was? " !!ai 'ley shook 
hie hoad, and Gunn anS\"Tered "1\y brother Jack" , Jack '(or J ohn) 
being, of course, another fPJnous Notte . playe r . I ,,ondor by tho 
way if they were wiy relation to ' our John Gunn I of Nottingbal'Jl 
tom,, 

Cwing to an injury Young Yardley did not pl,~ in the second 
Teat , On thi s occasion it was England ' a turn to bo satisfied 
ili th a dres.r. 

On to Headingley, Leeds, tther e in those days the t hi rd Test 
was played. Just prtor to it th ere had been more kidnapp i.ng,o n 
this occasion, Enid Raymond, the gi rl Yardley had met and fallen 
in love with , Be was chosen to play, ?1ith his thoughts else 
where, neverthel ess he bowled Jack Hobbs t1hen that surrey i dol 
had only scored c. dozen, and sco r ed the same number himself in 
the Austr alian innings. Then cDJne news t hat his fri ends ~ere on 
the track . Came r eecuo of his lady lo ve and Gilbert Yardl ey 
returned to the game lik e a giant refresh ed to tr.lee six -;uickets 
in England' s second iMings. Then be rrent on to help Auetralil'i 
win the excitin g g?We, sponsored by John Hix Pcntel0\7, by ono 
wi cket . 

Then t o Manchester for the Fourth, where would you believe 
it, it didn't r oi n. On tho cont r ary thr ee full day s o f exciting 
cr icke t with runs galo r e, fugland \70n on the stroke of time by 
a few runs, Y,.rdley pl~in g gre ndl y to save the ge.i:ie fo r i.ustra-
lis, with M,,.iley as l ast man in , r an himself out much to bis 
disma, . M::>re Pente l ow genius there, most boys ' r.uthors r.roul d 
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have ended it differently . 

And eo to the Oval with tho fnte of the J.she s still in the 

balance . Engl,.nd won t he toss Md knocked up a might:r score , 

Ferra.rs and Douglas getting centuries. Then came oore sensations 

during the week-end, no kidnapping this ti""', sometll1ng more 

u citing - Young YArdley Arrested on a charge of murder, t he 

victim bein g one of the gang . '1hen the great game was continued 

Gilbe r t Yardley was still in j ail, <11th bis friends moving heaven 

and earth to prove his iMocence . They succeeded , Yardley wao 

released in time to get back to the Oval to enab l e Australi a to 

win the Fif t h Teat Match and the Aahos. 
Then the secre t in the mysterious packe t was revealed, it 

ooncern od trea sure hidden in South Africa by Yardley's fat her and 

uncle . 
f.nd so t hat series of Tes t mat ches fin i shed under Pentelow •s 

guidance with Australia wiMing two, England one, and two drawn 1 

whereas the rec ord books have it t.uatr al ia won thr ee w1 th two 

draws . 
:.h woll if a lot of fictio n "a• mixed with fact , it was a 

r attl:in;r good story . 
Before I close I ' ll just quot e form the l as t instalment . 

At the end of the game C. B. F'r:f is congratulating Warwick Armstrong : 

"As a team" he said qai etly , "I count you just obout 

the beat teom I heve ever met . /Ji men, you ' re all people 

I'll be glad t o meet again . " 
''Come out to 1..ustrnl ia with the ne2t push, Charles" , 

said Armstrong . 
Fl-y shook his hoa d. 
" I1 m years too old fo r that" be e.nswered . "Olr nut 

tellll! ,,111 be a younger team than the last; t hey t1on' t want 

me. " 
"You' d have fe lt ten ye ar e younge r if Engl and bed won 

today , 0 Coll in s said . "I.h, but the ne:it game isn 1 t t ocorrol'I! 

Good- bye, al l of you . " 
I.nd the gre e.t cr i cketer went 111th a smil e that had e. 

good deal of sadness on hi s f ine feoe . " 
That • s an exacple of wh1 I mo Mt when I said that John !11.x 

PentelOII' mnde these ya rns of his all the more fascin atin g to 

cricket lovers at l e est by making th o real giant s of tho grea t 

game pl ay an ,.ctivo pnr t ther ei n. 



BL~J(IBJV~ 
Conduo tad by JOSEP!!INE P .'.CJCll:Ji 

27 1 A!!Cllll,'J,E ROAD, E.'..ST IXJLl'IICH, LONDON, S.E . 22 . 

Just a few words on this month's faro . Firstly ue have 
the second part o! Wal ter Webb I e informative 'Plummer' art i cle. 
(Ile are indeed fortunate in havin g such a r.nowledgeable Blake 
enthuaiaet to m-i te for us . ) 

Derek l..dley'e 'Now ~e of s. Bl oke', fflich fol l ows, is eo 
sound that even a st!Olnoh adhoront to the old type of yarn , such 
as mysolt, ce11 nou faco the 'nw sories ' l7ith moro interes t than 
before . 

Viotor Colby ' s ' Babblings of Bardell ' woe originally intended 
as a colloction - in th o fom of an article, as it woro. On 
receiving t he mr.nuscript , hor,ovor , I found - to my ploc.surablo 
surprise - it ran to 11 que.rto - size P"80•! Obviously this cruld 
not el l go i nto ooo , or ovon two, issu e s of Bl~inna. I nm thero-
foro publishin g some e ach month , and I Ml sur o you will agroo that 
evory 'Bnbbl1ng 1 is n roal geo . 

I hope you will ITT'i te to Derek For d and give him your support }I 
in making his featu r e •Consulting-Room Chat' a success. The • 
solution to hi s puzz l e last month is aa follO\vs: 

1. LJ.C!< 
2. HIRE 
3. SPEAR Making CIL\RLIE SPRJJCE. 

Josio Packman. 

********** .... ******** 
TF.E !.l:':11 BEliH'D PLlJU!.lER (Part 'lr,o) 

.1>.lJ:.nl ter \':ebb 

Lewie Carl ton was not, of course , named ae the au tbor of 
tbeso Sexton Blake stories, uhich were anonymous, but ha was 
famil i ar to read ers of that period as being responsible for one 
or two seria l s and eooe short 3to ri e s, which r,ere describ ed as 
being "screamingly tunny tales of Solhurst School". l. much worn 
end of t repeated claim , ao bel oved o:f the comic paper s, very vi de 
of the .... rk in this case, for CRrl ton lack ed t hl\t me.star touch 



----------(169)-- ---- - - --

necesency to bring to t he lips of hie reader tha t in vo luntc.ry 

chuoklo of genuine emusomont, so merkod in the work of that 

master of his craft, Charles Hamilton . 
Thoroughly evil that ho was, with h8l'dly any red eeming 

qualiti es , thoro \?as one thing at least of \?hioh Pluemer was 

pro ud and thet wae of the fac t th at he uns a Bri tishor, for 

patriotiam end courage wore the two fine qucli ties which s bono 

like boaoons from tho d&rk dep t hs o f his bad ones and earned him 

no little sympathy in th o hoert of the reader o f hia exploits 

'1hile detre.cting in some measuro aa n consoquonce, eymp~thy for

mer ly hold by Sex ton Ble.ke 1 tho man whoso sworn w w rms to hunt 

him dorm. Plummor' s Jlll trio tiam rice no better illustrated than 

in "The Casa of the Ger man Tr,.dor" (U. J . llo . 574 - weok-ending 10 
October 1914. ) Plummer was staying in a emall hot ol 1n Berlin 

" t the time of th e beginning of tho we.r, and was gazing dorm at a 

nwnber of me.xehing GarmM soldioro, r,ben his attention was a.rree t ed 

"t the eight of a man whom ho r eoognised r.s " fell017-countryman 1 

Who had becoce st randed in the city qhen his money, having given 

out, he was unr.blo to r eturn to Englnnd . Ae the maste r-cr iminal 

looked do\'111 he sew the Englishcan - a poor, bal f-<1tarvod looking 

wretch - ,r:,ay, lurch fort7erd and fall into the ro edwoy , close to 

the f ee t of tho marching Germans, - s!l\7, t oo , a burly, arr ogant 

figu r e in grey-green uniform leave the r anks and prod the pr ono 

man '7i th the point of hie bayonet. /ili the sounds of laughter 

end jeers ca::ie up to him through the open wind0\1 1 Plummer, '7hite 

with rage, dashed down tbs et air s and runnin g don g the ca.robing 

column until he oame up to the man who had made free '7itb hie 

bayonet, bit him a resounding t hr,ack on t he jaw, felling him to 

the ground, then , ss another soldier sought to interfere , 

PlUlllller grabbed hie bayonet nnd ran it through hi e ar,:, . !.a the 

crowd became thr eatening, Plummer, satisfied in the fact that he 

ba d avenged bi s countryman , bar ged his way through them by shee r 

physical etrength and entered the hotel again . 
But was George Marsden Plummer really eo pat riotic a.a Lewia 

Carlton woul d have us beliove , after all? Certainly not , ac

oordi ne to the author of "Plummer'• Death Ray" (u. J . llo . 1 , 093, 

publiebsd 20 September 1924), writt en ten years later. Thie 

OAS B descri bed bow, after twenty years tireless research , an 

•ld er lT scientist ne.med Profes so r ll'endell ~aters completed an 
invention wtioh he named th e Death Ray I an instrument capab l e 



of killing countless tho usands of people at a ran ge of five 
miles even at its birth, In the hands of one nation it would 
give it the power to domi nate the world. 'n"'hen he r ealised what 
slaughter, massacre Md horror m,uld prev ail ahould it foll into 
unacrupulous hands, th e pr ofe s sor decided to des tr oy it, but 
most umvisely adverti se d his i nt ent ions in several newspf.pers. 
\Then Plummer read about this he made his wey to the professo r • s 
house in a lon e ly part of Devonshire, killed the old man, and 
stol e his in vent ion. After ca.using much dea th and deetroct i on 
by use of the Ray , Plummer sent on impudent rnescr.ge to Whitehall 
st ating hie intention of selling tho Ray of De~th t o the Chinese 
Government . A Chinaman named Bri llisnt Yong was to purch c,so 
the Ray on behalf of his coun t ry , be bei ng psr t of n political 
par ty in Chino. uho bed dreruns of China becomin g the supr eme 
P<>l'ler - rul ers of the worl d ! But all Plummer ' s pl r.ns were foiled 
by the interv en tion of Sexton Blok e , r.nd th e mas t er-criminal be 
es.~• a vict im of t he very instrument by ,bich ho had sought to 
des troy othors . That was bvw, accor din g to the author, Plummer 
met his tle ath ' ; but , as all Blake reader s know, t his turned out 
to be a false alarm, as , a ffIW uesks l ater, Eamil ton Teed brought @I 
him back in a story which also featured 1.!ademoisell Yvonne and 
Dr. Hux t on RJ'I)er. So much !o r Pl ummer' s 1 patriotism t. 

Begi nnin g with "Tbs Kidnappe d Insp ector" (No. 401 ), Lewie 19 
Carlton wrote near ly thir t y P11lll¥1ler stories for the Uni on Jack , 
terminating with either "The Caee of th e Concentra ti on Camp" 
(No. 590) or "Plunrner's Dilemma" (!lo . 593), a s t at e of uncertainty 
due to the fact that, not havi ng a copy of t he latt er story, I 
cannot be sure whethe r t his 'i7ns Carl ton 1 s last, or Bo bin I s first. 
Cert,.i nly , however, John Babin >7rote that ,rhich app enred four 
mont hs l ate r 1 under the t i tl e of "The Myste ry of the Mosque" 
( No. 609 ). It \7SS about t hi s time that Lewis Ce.rlton may hnve 
left the fim, f or, accordin g to information from Flee t\,ay House, 
be l e ft hie edi t orial end wr i ting dut i es to pln y Sexton Bl ake on 
t he stai;e, Thus it came about that John Bobin, better kn01'11l tc 
l overs of Blok e lore as llark Osborne, who bad been r el at i ng t he 
crimi.nal adventure s of Aubr ay Dexter e.nd Ezra Q, - llaitland and bis 
beautiful and extremely dangerous wife, knOITTl as Brcadl7ay Kate, 
t ook over the r eins from Carl ton and carri ed on the PlUl!D9r se r ies. 
When Carlton did return to writ i ng some yoars later he submit t ed 
two stories for inclusion in the Sext on Slak e Lib r ary , no longe r 
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as a sta£f writer, however, but as an outside contributor, and 
the only comment one need make on those stories is that they ar e 
better forgotten! 

At the time of Carlton's depar t ure Plummer's popularity must 
have been at a. very l ow ebb, not very surpri sing under the cir 
cumstances, per haps , and even Mark Osborne , with his improve d 
writing, could not turn the tide in th e master-eriminal ' s favour. 
The call f or Plummer stories be came less frequen t , e.nd his dec l ine 
ce.n be plainly seen by a glance down th e records fr om the time 
Lewis Carlton dropped out of the picture. In 1915 Osbor ne was 
called upon to =i t e three Plummer storiesJ in 1916 t.,o on l y; 
1917 nil; 1918 two; 1919 nil; 192 0 one; 192 1 nil; 1922 two. It 
,ms i n 1922 tha t Geor ge He.mil ton Teed wns asked by a new editor 

to l7l'ite some Plummer stories, and this the author promptly did by 
including him i n the ster-studded cast of "The ThousMdth Che.nco", 
that well - ra~mbered l, 000 t h issue, r1hich was also an enlarged 

Christmas Ntll'.lber , a.a well . Under Teed I s wing , George Marsden 
Plummer became more popular than at any timo previously, and no 
ono can deny that of ~11 the Plummer tales the best written and 
better conceived adventur es were those related by the autho r from 
New Brunswick . 

These, then, were the men behind Plummer, first of whom wae 
Michael Storm, t he originator; then Homil ton Teed, who ghosted 

for that solitary story 'way back in 1910, and then, years la t er , 
came back to chronicle Plummer 1 s l ast adventures; Norman Goddard, 
who to ok on the job when bis interest in Sext on Blake, once so 
keen, bid almost ev aporat ed ; Lewis Carl ton, \7hO did the bulk of 
the contributing , but in a manner so slip - shod as to render them 
worthy of I i ttl e coomendation; Ma:-k Osborn e, a real asse t to the 
team of Blak e n rit ere, r1hose stories of Aubrey Dexter, and Ezra 
Q. and Kathleen V,aitland -..ere really good, but "'hose Plummer 
efforts were not, in my opinion, quite in the same cla ss. 

* * * * * * * * * 
THIS NEW AGE OF SEXTON BLAKE 

by Derek Adle y 

Br owsing through my COLLECTOR• S DIGESTS rec ently I was ra t he r 
st ruck by the number o f times th e present SEXTON BLAKE LIBRARY 
r1as refe r red t o by various collectors as 'not wor th mentioning •. 
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Now, just r ecentl y I have devoted a good deal of my reading 
time to the S.ll.L's that have bee n published during th e last nine 
or ten years , and I rm.1st say hero a."lci not<7 t hat while some of them 
have been pretty poor in plot many of them have been jolly fine 
yarns. 

Certainly it is true t he old criminal cha.rscte::-s no longe r 
appe ar, and the new case books alr.a,ys polish off th e villians at 
the end of each sto ry, but we must renember - the stories do a:p
pear under the title of SEXTON BLAJ<.E LIBRARY and not under the 
title of THE PLUll!IDl LI!lRARY or THE HUXTOll RYMER LIBRARY. 

Surely the fact t hat the c rim inal is broug ht to justice at 
the end of the stor:, i netead of being allowed to COll!:l it further 
crimes onl y goe s to show how good a detect ive Blake rea l ly is. 

Looking at another angle , the fact ttat Tinker is ncm showing 
some partial i!'"lterest in ' wine, women and. song' , r eally only makes 
him more li ke a norr.ial human being, a.'ld not as it has been said , a 
young blac kguar d. 

I think it is /JII'EO!IY PARSONS who has gi van Tinker t he honour 
'Jf ovming a surname;'Wall , once again it is core natural tilat he be 
int r oduced t o strangers and fresh acqunintancea ae Jdr. Carter. • 
,U'ter all, in his "'"' circle (Blake , Coutts etc.) ho i s still 
known by the affect io nate name of Tinke r - &.11d Car t er isn ' t really ,. 
such a t errible name anyt?ay. fl/ 

Three of the nm·: series of S.:9. L' s I have r ecen t ly road a.re 
as fol lows : 1fo. 327 "!!urder in the Air", Ho. 140 11The Case of the 
Double Evtlnt", no. 329 11The Caso of the Indian rfatch er ". The first 
two yer ne are by John Hunter and the third by .!nthony Parsons , and 
in my opinion th ey are all very excelle nt yrirns o.nd well r.ortb 
r eading. 

John Hunter dofini te l y eppea.rs to be t he beet Blal:e o.uthor 
of today; acme describe hie stories ne hr1ving r1 brutal s tr ain in 
t hem, but I should s:i.y he is c. re a.l 1mo.n 15 1 cu tho r. 

~ex Et".rd.inge is st ill wit h us Md so is Anthony Pt'.rsons, 
t l!' . .,.h perh c.ps we nre having just n bit too much of t p.les of Ind.ic. 
C' c1.rsons . But , th e fo.ct tN'.t t ome of t hose old r.utho r s are 
ndl rri t h us , e.nd that the Sext on Blake Library is still being 
published at all , should be ;i. good r e.".eOn why Dlake fans shou ld 
,mcourag e the pressnt series. 

lly remar k s are not intene e d to ,.:iv e tl:e opinion t hat I think 
the present yarns are better th a.'l the o ld ones , because I 01:rtamly 
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do not think that . J.!y intentions ar e, howeve r, to point ou t that 
t her e still sre good ysrns be i ng published i n the S.B . Library , and 
t hat they are, aft er a ll, only keep i ng up wit h the times. 

- - ---- ooOoo--- - ---

THE BABBLIIIGS OP BARDELL 
by Victor Colby 

Standing in the de tective's cons-..1ltin g ro om, wi th a nevrn
plll)er l yi ng be f ore he r on the ta ble , ·the housekeepe r was laying 
dovm the lav,, as that l ar, was inte rpreted by th e Bard e llian branch 
of t ho Medas and Pers ian s . 

"Wot I seys is, Mr. Blake" , ohe s aid with emphasis, "it 1 s 
scandu l ous! There ' a no othe r name fo r it . Look at that noo spa pe r! 
Nothing but advertiae:uen t s for ladies dr es ses e.nd sicb , one afte r 
t he ot her! Look here", she poi nted to one 11Charm ir~g fur coat on l y 
eleven gui neas ! Only mind you, only . And I or e \then I was a ga l, 
all I had we.s a fe!".t her boc , nnd th a t me.de fr om our o-;m chicke ns . 
It I s scandulous" ! 

" Did you have a bonnet to match the boa , llrs . Bnrdell ? 11 

a sked Tinker with e. Wink l e . 
" I don ' t want any of your imperanc e , you_;g inan! 11 s aid the ol d 

lady. "look at thi s one Mr. Blake, ' Becomi ng dress in pe..le bl ue 
silk . Sui table for even in' wear . Redooc e d to t3 . 10 . 0 ' Redoooed , 
Mr. BlRke - r e dooced . It ' s simply scandul ous ! Seeing as whic h , 
Mr. Bl ake , Y..nowing you lik e a son , a s t he sayin 1 is , all the 
eveni n 1 wear I had wa s a ni ghtgownd, which iHlB put on at 10 
o ' clock pro mpt e very n i ght, and no galli van ti n ' abou t af t er dark 
like t he girls do norr! Young ,m mon today are spending money as 
fast as they ge t it . They a r e earnin I si x end seven pounds a 
week in t!ie se nut rit io n f acto ri es . If I had my "!:'ay, I' d t ake 
half their money e.wS3 end g ive i t to the por e wounded f ollers, or 
t o Dr . Banana ' a Home o r some think like that . " 

(U. J . 689 " The Great Hoax" ) 

"'\'i'hich thGre I a e gont 1eorJ1 BB vould lil<e to insu lt you pro 
fi cien t ly , i1Ir. Blclc e" , l~s . Barde ll beg en, a trifl e b r eathless ly, 
"an d a prope r gent I e is too by the look e af him . f.!'ot you incy c a ll 
ina ccu r ate morni ng dr ess , wit h a monopl e in ' is oye, end n.~ or ch ar d 
in his buttonho l e ". 

(u • .;. 1398 "The Gr ey Panthe r ") 



·- - --- -- ·- ----j 174)1-- ----- ----

"I'll at t e nd t o the Christmas desecr ations myself, Mr. Blake . 
I suppose you ' 11 1 ave spi toons of evergreen and 'olly as usual fo r 
t he fes t erin g ee aeon". 

(U. J . 1417 "Tho Men who Hated Christmas") 

Conc ernin g Blake's t obacco , ~ s . Bardell has this t o s a3. 
"I 'd like to put it on the back of th e fire, onl y I should 

have t he polic e afte r me for crematin g a nuisance" . 
( S. B. L. 2nd se ri es 200 " The Vict im of the Fat erway") 

********........,********* I I I )! If I 1 111111 **'****"* ******"**** I I If JI. l( I M II II I * * * * * 

AVAILABLE: ~ Goms, ilclson Lees, ol d series, 1919 om·,ards, 
also 1st and 2nd llew Seri es ; Robin Hoods, Union Jacks, Detective 
~. Saxton Bl ake Lib r aries , 1st Series ; J!uggot 17eekly mint 
run, 1- 34; !fuggat .}d Library ; Boys l:Is.cazines; Nick Cartars, 
Books f or the Bai rns ; Days Friend Librar i es , 1s t Serie s , also 2nd, 
Sohoolbo ye' Own Libraries, St . Pranks issues: Adventur os ; ,!liz ards; 
~' Marvels, 1916- 22; !)etec tive Li brar ies , i ncludi ng no. 1; 
Hol i da.y Annuals, Col l ecto rs ' Dig e sts , Annuals, Young Br itains, 
~ . 'fubby Haigs , Triumphs, Penny Pict ori als {wit h Soxto n ' 
Bleko) , _Modern \1!ondora , Illustreted Police Budgets,~ ~ 
Librari es; Ji.ldine and Newne s 1 Dick Tu.rpina, Aldi nc Cl aude Iuvals, 4l 
Travel and Inv ention Libraries, S~outs, Boy e O;,'ll Papers, Capt ains , 
~ l!otor, Film J.!ags. and Annual s, 1920 - 1940, Chatterb ox, 
Wi de Wor lds , Boxing, American ; Reclms, Re.re Books . 1600 - 1850 , 
Rare Cigarette Cards , e t c . e t c . S.t h E. PLZ:l~SE. 
W.'JITED, Saxt on Blake Libs . , 1915-35 , Union Jacks, 1903--25, ~. 
l - 35; Nelson Lees l - 1461 ~oode m BoysJ Early Fashion Me.ga
zine s; ~ Gc:ns, Populars; ~ ' pre - r.·o.r; Photo Dits , Fun; 
London Life , pre-uar; .scarc e "Bloods 11 1835 - 85. .Bes t Prices 
or Exchange . ROlUJ,D P.OUSE, 3 ST. LZON!JUl' S 1'ERRJ,CE, GAS HILL 
llOR':'ICi!. 

"Can anyone assi st rrit h !.lngnots 397, 400, 401, 407 , 409 , 412 , 419, 
420, 439, 437 , 446 , 461, 881, 862/ 869, 2S!§....:)S[L, lWl / 9 , 1011, 
1Cl3 , 1016, .!Qg1, 1029, 1032/34 , 1038, 1042, 1C47, 1051, 1062, 1089 , 
H;CJ7, 1115, 1117 , 1122, 1132/37 , 1160, 1162, 1170, 1174, 1178, 
)12!, 1310. I aloo requir e moat Gems 400/ 1220 ond PJll anxious t o 
:·opl ace a furth er 100 or so liag,10ts bomeen 1000/ 1500. Lis t s of 
m ythin g avail able ,o;-elcomed.. Your pric e or exchanges . Plea.so 
m-i te airmai l. CHJJU,ES V!Jt REl@r, Box 50 , Uitenbage , South J.J'rica. . " 
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}Jf1 H1JtfDJJ JFJJJF) 
Compil ed by IIERllERT LECKE!IBY 

On another page you will see a letter from Frank Riohu-ds ill 

which he expreesea a desire to know the name of the M. P. who ex 

pre sse d his opinion of Bunter in the House r ecen tl y .. 

Well , I ' ve told h1o and I'll now reveal he r e , too, thet the 

gentleman who 1Vas e:vldentlv no lo!a8neti te wa s Ur . \'loodrow Wyatt, 

who at tho tim e Vias Socialist member for aaton (Birmingham) but 

,oho, at the C>Oment of writin g this, is hopefully contesting 

Grant ham, Li nes . t.'llethcr he is again an M. P . or not after !.!~ 

26th , he IVill doubtless be getting a lette r froo King sgato, Ken t, 

to ponder over • 
.lnd hero is a romr.rk made by someone in a r esponoiblo position 

who evidently takes a diffe r ent viw. r egardi ng the influonco o f 

t!ie Creyfriars stories to that hol d by I.Ir. Woodrow ·.7 att . 

"TEDDY BOY" - cl: GREYTIII..RS ! 
11Given o. different soc ia l, educatione.l Md home background 

t he "Teddy Boy" r,oul d probably be the type t o be cp.pt ain of th e 

fifth from a t Cr oyf riars. He nould bo an enti r ely difforent 

person , a Harry r.harton or a Bob Cherr y . 

llr . John :B. li,,ys , r:arden of Liverpool University settlerren t, 

expressed t his opinio n when be spoke on "Society ' e Respo ns i bil ity 

fo r Crime" at the Oxford Summer School of th e Institute for tho 

Study and Treatment of Deli ntu ency . " 
...... *********~ 

POPULAR PllRSOll.U.ITIES No. 10 ( Second Series) 

FRJJlK l!UGENT: 
Tho l east r obust of all the Famous Five , Fr ank Kugent, pro 

vides lll'l interesting cherecter s tudy . Good looking , almost t o 

effeminacy - he ~-es nlr.sys sel ecte d to pl,.y " feminine role when 

t he Remove pr esented a Shakes pe rien ple,y - the r e is nothing of the 

"ciaay " ebout Frank. 
Frank 1/ugent inherits his l ooks , his r ose -pink comple xi on, 

and , particu larly, his h!ll'lds , from his mother who was " Revenspur 

before s~o marrio d. The "Ravenapur he.nda11 featu r e d in th o fi.ne 

s torie s of Ravonspu r Grer.ge, where the Co. were th e guests of 

Frank ' s unc l e. _________ - --- -- ·---·- - --- -----
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Nugent appoc.red in the very first 1Ae.gnet, tthe n ·,"'.lh...rton saved 

hi m f rom drownin g, and th e o;;'onderful friend sh ip wr.s born . 
Though t he r e is a distinct contrast in their char acters Nugent 

and iiarry Manno r s of St. Jim 's p.ra much r.ki n , so f~.r f'.B their his -
tories a.ri:? concernad. Both hci.d youn ger brothers, nnd in ea.ch ce.so 
t he younge r brother was a. aourc c o f trouble fo r the eld er . 

Reade r s with very early collections will r ec all some human 
int er es t st ories i n r,bich t bu Nugen t pa.rents were shown as stup id 
people who indulged t hei r yow1ger boy and had lit tle tim e fo r th e 
older brother . But throug hout .Magnet hi sto ry, most of the sto ries 
in which Jfugen t played t he lead shorted him making so.orifices for 
the selfish Dicky . 

For Frank mede a featish of looki !lg afte r Dicky , ar.d anyone v:ho 
cri tici sa d Di cky was likely to fin d hi r.:tself in hot wa t er iii th 
Frank. The la tter, to o , br oug ht a heap of trou ble on himself by 
doi ng th e younger lad 1 s pr ep for him . On one occ asio n, Frnnk 
actual ly knocked down ttr . Tv:igg, Dicky 1 s fornHtraster - but f ort 
unatel y, unknoun t o Frank, it n as only '.''iblc y in disguis e . 

The series of Carlo,v , the boot boy t1ho came to Gr oyf ri ars , 
presented i nter esting cha r ac t or u ork , sh0f1ing a strain of Wll'e~ 
soning obstinac y in Nugent . 

A subtle pen - pickre of Frank Jrugent is foun d in the ilARRY 
1:""F.ARTOl!' s :109NFALL aeries of 1932, and the former doos not appe ar 
in too favourabl e a l igh t. Nuge nt, be li eving that hi s fo rme r pal 
is going t o t he dogs , fo r bids hi s bro ther t o have any association 
with Harr y . The latter, with some justificat i on, accu se s Nugent 
of being a "false f ri end" . 

In the brilliar ,t series when the Bounder be came captain of the 
Remove fo r a t ime , Vern on-S mith deliberately tried to cause a rift 
i n t he lute in stud y No. l by puttin g Nugent into the cricke t team . 
Harry ~:'harton disapp r oved , knordn g th.."tt t he r e wer e be tt e:- men 
available , and t her e was some cl eve r character e tchin g whe n Nugent 
bitte rly r esented th a t dis appro val . 

Nugent haa never bee n portrayed aa a. f e ll ow of very strong 
chara c t er, and his contrast i'tith \7harton, hi s best pal , is an 
outstandi ng factor in the Groyfri axs Story . But Nugent is very 
hu:nan, ver y straigh t, and ver y lovable - and a worthy stax in t he 
lllOst famous school stories i n the world. 

i',UlTED: Gems Uo's 14?8, 1542, 1548, 15?6 , 15??, 15?8, J .R. CAREi', 
13 DUI/TON _RO/JJ, BERUOIIDSEY, LONDO!/, S. E. l . 

, 
' 



DO YOO REI.ID!BER? By Roger II, Jenkins 

No. 10 Sparahott series No. 6 - "Pluck Will Tel l" 

l!crre tts began to publish the Sparshott series towards the 
end o f t he last war, and, though colle ct ors of Cberles lia.Dil t on's 
work wi ll never all0\"1 any of his ne,7 schools to share prid e o~ 
pla ce wi th St. Jim ' s,Grey fr iars , and Rookwood, it must be admitted 
that the Spn.rshott series could - in more favourable circums t ance s -
have become much more popular than th ey actually were , 

No. 6 of the series is distinguished by t he first re -a ppear 
ance of Silly Bunter after the ,lmalga:-oat ed Fress ceased to publish 
the companio n papers . By some ()dd l egal quirk, Charles !iamil ton 
enjoyed the copyright of Bil ly Bunter as a charaeter (as a resu lt 
of which the Anial gamated Press were obliged to pey hi:u f or the use 
of the name in th e execrab l e car t oo ns of 3u.'1ter i n th e Knock-CUt 
comic) , 0:, the othe r hand , the Amalg amat ed Preas claimed to be 
atle to prohibit him from writin g stories about the old sch oo ls 
fo r any othe r publ i sher - a most u.l"l.gener ous att i tude, in view of 
the faet that tho;; decli ned to publish his stories tbemsel ves , and 
one of which they bad t!le gr ace to repent l a ter on . So , \7bile 
Creyfriars was temporarily ou t of the ;,icture , Bi lly Bunter IVe.B 

defi.'lite l y in, and could bo i ntro duced into any of the stories 
Cher l as Hamil ton cared to wri te about his new schoo ls . 

In "Pl uck Will Toll", Billy Bunt er had blackmailed bis wa;r 
into a shady car trip with Vernon -Smi t h, r.ho bed pushed him out 
of the car nea r Sparshott and dri ven off wi t hot:t him , The pa r t 
Bunte r played at Sparsbott was not a majo r one , but his preser..ce 
was r elevan t to the main plot , e r athe r unusual one a.bout a neu 
boy c al led Loui s Merrick , be.lf French , and re.ther too t imid fo r a 
Public Schoo l, I n the length of a t ypi cal llagnet story "'° <1ere 
en tertained by s description of how Mer rick evon t uelly fou.'ld t he 
dete !'lllination to stand up to the bully of the Form . It was Bill 7 · 
Bunt er t hroever , ,1ho had tl::e l ast word - a promis e to r epay 
Merrick 's loan rri th e. Post al Ordor . 

';lhe pres ence of Bunter was just s:if fic ient t o r emind old 
reade rs OXP.ctly how nr..i.ch tboy we1"0 mi ssing, but t he l!orr etts book::, 
wer e , on tho whole, an ontortr.ining collection , \i'i th Plum 
Tumpton, Tom Rake, HRrry Vernon , end Bp.rnes - Pnge t the Buccr.neo r, 
Spe.rsho t t provide d en interesting set of cbo.racte r s whi ch :ne.de i t 
t he best of Charl e s He.mil t on ' o ne'l7 schoo l s , But evon the be st of 
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t t.e new schools could not survive the re-appearanc e of the old J 
the etars do not shine when th e sun comes out . 

****************** 
Here ' s some nost al gia on St . Ji ms stories of the long ago in 

support of Mr. Robert Farish . Actuolly the article was <,Ti t t en 
before Mr. Farish 1 s complaint appeared last month. Come on , 
Gemites, l ets have lllOr e ; t here ' s still plenty of scope . 

G:El.S OF lwtTIJ! CLIFFORD 

By George Sellars 

"The search for Tom Merry" is one of a series l"lb.ich I con-
sider to be about the best sto r y among t hem. Fi nancia l ci rcum-
s tances compel s Tor:i Morr y to leav e St. Jim 1 s and he goe s to 
London in search of a job , and hw he meets Joe Frayn e , the 11 ttlo 
waif of Bl ucher 1 e Buildi ngs, and Joe introducin g Tom t o 11The 
Captain" . The latter is e pick - pocket and prociees to find somo 
work fo r Tom, but he t r ies to use him es a catspatv for his light 
fi nger ed business and bow 11The Cnpta in 11 tries i t on wi th t hose • 
femoue cheracters , Jack , Sam and Pete , and poor Tom left in the 
lurch by the r ascally oaptein taking bis leeve in a hurry 17ith • 
Pete 's wallet, and the good nature d negro s tanding by the lad ._ 
and convin ci ng J ack and Sam thi,t Tom is hone s t . Of how t hey in-
Vi ted the hero of t he Shell to have a square met.l with t i.em, and 
t heir s earch for The Captain of the big negr o, •ti th a heart of 
gol d, givin g all his money, and nearly al l his friends money he 
bad bor row ed to the poo r beggar s of the slur.i quarters of the gr eat 
city . Finally, how Tom Merry r escues Toweer flhen the bulldog is 
in danger on 'the froz en rive r, of being dro\med under the iee , 
11bere The Chums of St . Jims in search of Tom are ,: a tching the 
skate rs. Of the lad ' s brave fight to save the helples s dog, and 
how his courage against odds trium phs in the end , reveals the 
st er ling quali ty in Tom llerry ' s character . A sp len did story. 

Another great s eries of Tom Merr y, "A Dangerous Double", 
UJ.. Change of Ident i ty 11 and "Brought to Book'1 narr ates how Tom's 
cousi n Gera ld Goring and a young rascal, Reggi e Clavering, both 
con tri ve t o di s grace Tom Jlerry and get him expelled from St. Jims . 
The farmer , because of f inancial d.if fi&ulties , in t ends to use 
despe r at e measures in order to d.isinhe r i t Tom of hi s money and 
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claim it himself f'rom Ilise Priscilla F..,cett. Clavering is Tom 
Merry ' s double, in appearance, but in nature the exactcpposi te to 
Tom, a rascal of the worst type . He is ragged by t he chums of 
St . Jim ' s and told to keep clear of t he school bec e.use of his 
bl r.ckguardly habits , smoking and visiting the "Green Man" end 
mnlcing trouble fo r Tom. Clave ring is very keen to help Goring in 
his cunning scheme to disgrace Tom Merry , es pec ial ly after the 
rough t r eatment he hll8 r eceived from Tom and his chuma. The 
hero of the Sholl is kidnRppod and held in cepti vi ty and his 
double takes his pl ace in the Shell at St . Jiti ' e, to play his 
part 115 a rascal in the plot to dishonour Tom Merry, and how he 
succeeds only t oo ,vell, 1Vben he receives e flogging from the Heed 
and quarrels uith Lowther and Manners . Finally how Tom escapes 
from his captivity, and e.rri ves nt st. Jim's ju st in time to see 
his rascally double being expelled before the aesamblod sch oo l. 
The dramatic scene in the .hall when Tom denounces Cl.,ver in g as an 
imposter and proves himself the genuine Tom Merry b:r asking his 
fom master about t he number of lines he r eceived from him, befo r e 
being kidn~pped , the some applying to hi s doub le, and hoo Clave r ing 
gave the wrong 1111swor and Tom Merry the right one, brings a olime ..x 
to conclude a me.gnificent eerioa of Tom Merry stories. 

DOES AliYONE KNOW? 

Whilst perusing throu gh 3 publicatio n entitled "The 17onder 
Book of Comics" published by Odhams Press Ltd ., I was aston ished 
to find in its pages e story of Greyfriars featuring Bunte r and 
Vernon-Smith called "Billy Bunter' a Booby- Trnp0 , written of course 
by Frank Rich ard s . I have not hear d of this sto r y, o r, any men-
tion of it before in th e C. D. Whether thi s story was e reprint 
of e.n earlier one published in one of the Holide~ Anr:uala, I can
not say; tho illustre.ticns were very c Nde p.nd by an R.rtist 
cnJ.led NomF-.n Mansbridge. They were very a imilr..r to those drawn 
by Button Mitchell, one of the very first l!agnet Artists. 

It will be very interesting t o oee if some of the "experts" of 
llagnet lo ,r,; can tell me whether this is en original s t ory or not? 

This book wss pub li shed in the reg i on of 1949 I believe . 

W. O. G. LOFl'S . 

• * * * * * 



--------( 18o),- ---- --- -- -

MAGNEI' TITLES• (Continue d ) 1433, Ha.rry \Thart on Wins Thro"8h! 
1434 , Fishy' s Holiday StWlt J 1435, The Mystery of Portercliffe 
Halli 1436, The Phantoc, of Portorolif~e; 1437, The Greyf riare 
Gold- HW!ter; 1438, The !Ian in the Mask; 14391 On the Trail of 
Troaaure ; 1440, Under False Colour•; 1441, The Spy of the Fifth ; 
1442, Greyfriars Idi ot No. l ; 1443, The Boy with a Borror ,ed NBJ110; 
1444, .Bunter tells the Tru t h; 1445, Saved by His a>emy; 1446, 
The Fi f th-Fonne r' e Secret; 1447, Guyed on the Fifth; 1448, Football 
Foes; 1449, .Bunter Gets Flis O,m Back1 1450, Blackmai lJ 1451, 
.Bunter Spills the Beans; 1452, Smithy ' e Strange Adventure . 

** *'*********** **-HHl+H************************** ***************** * 

LETTER BOX 
F!WIK RIClL\RDS 11A!ITS TO KNCI' 

May 14th, 1955. 
Dear Herbert Leckenby, 

;Ieny thanks for the C. D. , even more i nt eresting than usual . 
I have been getting le t to r s about the Honoura ble !.!ember who made It 
silly remarks in the House of Commons about .Bunter , but nobody has 
told me who t hat member was: and the C. D., for once is not in-
f ormative. I am told tha t e. r eport appen.red in the Dail y !!ai l, • 
but if eo I missed it . I think I ought to spoak a word in season 
to that Honourable Member, "ho appears t o have stated thet in the 
Bunter books people are 11sbut in doors" and "pushed into fireplacee 11 

incidents of which the author knor1s nothing . Jionourable liembere 
are very often given to talking out of their hate , but the ro is 
a limit t o the nonaonoe they may be allowed to to.l k without being 
called to order . As you know, I received an apology from a mem
ber of the House of Lords uho blunderod on this subject: and I 
shall expect the same fr om this member of the Lower House when I 
get in touch wi t b bll!.. \Tho the dickens was he? 

Al-1ays your sin cer ely 1 

FRJJIK RI Cll /JlDS. 

***** 
NO!'E, Tho nsmo is revealed in Hamil toniona. H. L • .......... 



OLD BOYS. BOOK CLUB 
LONDON SECT! OIi 

After !1oodingdeam, Cherry Place once again Md th e usuel 
good gathering wi tb sixteen members in attendance. It was nioe 
to see Jim Hutchineon end James P8lTett on this occasion. Un
fortunatoly Bill Jardine ll'ns unable to m&ke the journey up from 
Brighton orlng to indieposi tion. After 11ords of ll'eloomo hom the 
chairman, Roger Jonkins , tho Hamilton librarian gavo an account of 
1111other successful month's borrowing. It was unMimously agreed 
to ext end thie section of the library by purcha8ing moro m:iterial . 
Oring to the 1clll'Oity of suitable "llelaon Leo" mate r ial, this 
section was r eported quiet . 

Joi nt 1.1innera of las'\ month' s quiz, Len and Josie PackIDftll, 
conducted their effort . Thie wae a repost of the very fine one 
that we had over at East Allwich some months einc e , Congratula -
tion s to Bil l Lofts for wiMing ee.sily , second pl aoo was fille d by 
Roger Jenkins 11ho incident ally 1"8S the wiMor , when wo had th e quir. 
before. Thi r d plP.Ce was filled by Bob Blythe. 

"DOl\,i you go" ..-as conducted by Bob l'lhi ter and after all the 
subject s end olu es were run thro ugh it was found that Frank Vernon 
La.v was t ho winner w1 th Len Pacicman end Roger Jenkins in the second 
place, After this individual membere came up to the bl ackb oar d and 
gave thei r om, efforts . These r;ere ve:ry good and went down very 
well, Followi ng this Bcb tlbitor ga"9 us somo aketchos, also on 
the Bl aokbo,u-d , and thon showed some drawin gs on an Epidiasc ope . 
Tbeae were well received and to finish up l7i th Frank Vernon Lay 
gave a very interesting impromptu talk . Tho usual good study feed 
took placo, thanks to Eileen nnd sist e r Kath l een, Md sales end 
exchanges wor o indulgod in, 

llext meeting will take place at 27, J.rchdale Road, East 
lul11i ch, London , S.E,22 ., on Sunday, June 12th. 4 p.m. sharp . 
i.rtbur Gorfain, Editor of "The Silver Jacket" , 4\letralian Boy' s 
magazine, hope to attend, 

UNCLE BENJ,Ullll. 
--- -ooOoo---

NORTHERN SECTION HEETING1 IIAY 14th 1 1955 
J. Breeze Bentley, ha ppil y in th e chair age.in, extendod a 
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warm welcome to another new member, St:ll'lley Nicholl e . 

·\·/ilfred Bi ll ham, uho rms e 11new chum11 l as t raonth nO'l7 seemed 
lik e an o ld hand, no doubt St nnl ey will feel t he same next month. 

Gerr y /.llison in addition to his other duties read the 
minutes in the absence of se cretary Noman Smith who \70.S on holiday . 

The same fe rt ile minded Gerry th en announced it was proposed 
i n the eUI:llller months , t o re ad graphic discription s of cricket 
mat ches culled fr om the stories of yester year . He pr oceeded to 
r ead tbe first ta.lean fr om P. G. Wodehouse 's "The Lost Lambs" which 
appeared in Vol. 19 of "The Captain ". The vol~ was kindly 
loaned by Frank Vernon Lay of the London Club . If the reception 
t his first one received is anything to go by this is going to be a 
veT',f aucceasful aeri es . 

Then came an Elimination Quiz built up on Lode!''s name. 
That "hard to beat" one , Jack Vlood, came out the wiP.ner wi th 14 
points . Gerry Allis on and myself conside red we bad done well as 
we were c l ose up with 13 each . 

Several postal members who had had copi es of t he balance 
sheet have wr itten expressin g how gr a teful th ey are with the 
nourishin g conditio n of th e Club, and the pl easure they ge t in 
readin g of its act ivi t i e s . 

!!ext meeti ng , Saturd,>.y, Jun e 11th. 

H. LECKE!:EY, 
!Torther n Section Correspon dent . 

*** 
MIDLAND SECT! 011 

Unfortun ately our Chairman was not abl e to be present this 
evenin g so th e meeting was commenced 1.ri th apologies on behal f of 
Mrs . Corbett and himself . 

Minutes and announcements 1;1er e eoon cleared and we set tl ed 
dovm to hear a tal k by Mr. Handley Junio r comparing his exper ie nces 
as a Boarder at n Public School with the ficti onal schools eo fami
li r.r to us . 

This was a most interestin g tal k, well de livered, though tful 
eJ1d sincere . John compared his own school , {Tettenha ll ) with 
those of Reed, Fin.~emore and He.mil ton and me.de some ext r emely in 
teresting com:nente. 

To mention some of th e se , Reed dre-.:; places more vividly than 
people but on the contrary nnd unlike most ot her writers l'!lP.de much 

( 
• 
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of the great men of the Fifth snd Six th. Finnemo r e • s deli8htful 
st.gA of Teddy Les t er shows SU:t'Jlrising variety and adventures in a 
very loc n.liaed setting. 

It was inte r esti ng to hear thst GreyfrilU"e M d St. Jim's 
were not eo very diffe r ent from the real thing afte r ,.11, a lt houg h 
justioe was not real l y done to the Pre~ects . These Olympian Beings 
were in life witho u t exoeption l ordly, idolised, and fair dealing . 
:But of course moat schoo l storie s centre on the !diddle School . 

Also it wae inte r esting to be ar that 1t was i n the Middle 
School th.at divergence was moat noticeable . Fourth Formers varied 
mar kedly, snd rathe r unpleasa.'lt types, (Bolsovers , Skinne r s and the 
lik e), were more i n evidence . 

Perhaps most Boardore have a. sense of being impris oned; and 
like many, John would rather hsw played Soccer than !lugge r. 

our school master members in particular bad some interesting 
comments to make and the to pic of Soccer V Rugger was well ai r ed . 
The Public School syetem and tho virtue and the need for discipline 
were other matters discussed . 

EWARD DAVEY. 

l!ffiSEYSIDE SECTIOJI !EETING - filY 15th 

Thie meet ill8 liv e d up to the usual high standard o f enjoy -
ment and entertainment . It opened with the bright suggestion of 
a t ri p to Birminghrm some time this year t o visit our good friends 
in the ili dland Section. It was recei vad favourably by the member s 
pres ent and will be discussed £~go.in at our nex t meeting . 

Don Webster provided us with a St . Frsnk' s limerick, incom 
pl ete, to which wo had to add t he last l ine, a nd Dill Horton • s was 
by ! er the most smuaing, Bill's e. bit of a drak horse in the s e 
competi ti ons , those r equiring nit, e.nyhotr. Don' s line s road: -

Wben Handy "'"" u p for the sack, 
For making s prefoct' s eye black , 
He said, 11 Don 1 t be silly, 
He :,as biffing my Y.'illy! " 

To which Bill adde d :-
"Right ! Let Willy holp you to pack!" 

Rather neat, lmet? 
Aft er refrosh.monts, all the effo rt s in t he 11Bunter 1 s opeo s" 

competitio n woro road out, snd if ~.Y momber wne in doubt as to 
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what the tat <M-1' s glasses r ea lly look li ke , he need by no l onge r . 
I think everyo ne was de l i8hted ,;,hen we hoard that llrs . Webst er 
had been dec l ared the -rdnncr, a very amusing e ff ort, too; mine, 
for eome roaaon , wa.a second , and young Peter •a third . h. gree t 
success, and deservodly so, for the \7ebators . TMnks, J.:r. Francomb, 
for a most entcrtr.in i ng aompet !. tion . 

llext Meeti ng , Sunday, June 12th , 7 p . m. 

fllAllX UNIITll, Hon. See • 

............... *** ....... ** ...... ****** .............................. ******** 

J\Jelson [ee 

eotumn .. • • • 
By JJ..CK '/oOOD 

• * • • 

JTOSTA17, 328 Stockto n Lane , 
YORK. 

Sin ce wr i ting my la s t srticle, I hove spent sever al happy 
hour s i n London durin a \Vhich I had t he pleasure of meeting on 
ol d pen-fr ie nd of our in J im Sutclif f e for t he first time and 
renowing ocquai nton oe with Bob Blyth e and Len Pockman r;ho ha ve 
done so much fo r th e hobby . They 11er e , ind eed , enjoyable dis -
cussions r,e hnd and product iv e of t angib l e rea ul ts, aD0118 th em 
t he pro duction of S. O. L. 27 River Houeo Rivals, which completes 
c,y co lle ction o f Brookaian S. O. L•s . 

Some yea r s ngo I had th e happy experience of vis itin g Tor onto 
Md though I wee not ther e long I ret r.i n vivid memori es of a 
moonli ght s ail ocroes the Lake hoc, th o foo t of 1/ip.gsro Fal ls -
a romanti c velve t night r.it h soft music cO!iling froo t he lo"" r 
dock and on ex- Hudson Bay Company employee t ellin g me of hie new 
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future as an inter i or decorator and designer in Brit<Lin. Than, of 
course, I knew nothing of a recent addition to our hobby lovers, 
Bernard Thorne, who contributes the following profile o f a favourite 
St . Frank's character. We welcome his first contribution and 
look forward to othors , 

Here, then, iat 

THE ST. FRJ\l!K' S BOYS 
!lo, l Vivian Travors 

The Nelson lee Library '7as pnst its prime when Vivian Trnve rs 
me.de his first appearance at St. Franks. This, we feel, was a 
minor tragedy in ths life o f our favourite paper , Many excellent 
characte riz ations had been introduced by Edwy Searles Brooks after 
No, 111 Old Series, but omong the many, we st ill believe Vivian 
TrRvers t.as the finest. Unlike some of Mr. Brook's oha.re.cters, 
Travers owed 11 ttle to outside influence . Archie Glenthome owed 
many of his manneriams to P. G. Wodehouse, as did William Napoleon 
Browne; llsndforth and Co, bore a v88Ue resemblance to iloraoe Coker 
and Co., - but Vivian Traver s wae, wi tbout doubt, cast in an ori 
gina l mculd . In bis peculiar mixture of good and bad, he was not 
unlike many o ther schoolboys - real and ficticious 1 but the re the 
aimilari ty endod , Calm, unruffled, debonai r1 a fine sportsman, 
and yet possessing an air of languid boredom which belied his 
athletic ability, he added con sidera ble colour to the closing years 
of the lleleon Lee Library. 

Rather tall for his ago , inclined to be dar k , well-dressed and 
somewhat flippant in his speech, Vivian Tr•.vsrs ClllllO to St , Fr&nka 
from Becclaston Collage, and one of the first boys ha mot at hie 
nw school WI\S Jinmia Potts, aleo of Beccleeton, but now, through 
financial t roubles, a boot boy . To describe vividly Vivian '!'ra ver' e 
O\ffl peculiarly attractive savoire-faire, we Cel'-"lOt do better than 
quote Edwy Searles Br ook s in No, 90, First New Series, January 2ht 
1928. 

"By Jove! 11 Potts said sharply. "You - you mean that you ':9'ere 
sacked?" 

"El:aetly," murmured Travers , 11A blunt way to put i t, Potta -
a somewhat crude wq to put it . But oince it is tho truth vtho em 
I to complain" Yee, I rtas sacked from Beccleston. 11 

"I didn't mean to hurt your feelings--" 
"That' a all ri ght , 11.y feelings are perfectly int act ," said 

Travers. "At Becoleaton I exp erienced the doubtful honour of 
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being publicly expelled . Now, let me see , what was my sordid 
crime? There are ao many black deeds in my histo r y that I find 
it difficu lt to pick out this par ticular one . Ah, yea . I remember 
now!" 

11You wore caught playing cards wer on ' t you ?11 

11A moat C?.releas affair , " said Travers nodding. "In a moment 
of sheer absent-mindedness the headmaster of B~c,.! c.c.ton wandered 
into my study . At any or dinary time he could have wandered wit h 
impunity . But his wanderin gs , on that oooaaion, led him in t o the 
middl e of a moat exciting poker game, and I can stil l vividly re
member the iiea.d' s o:.cprossion \1hon he saw me re.king in the kitty ." 

11The kit ty?" repent ed Potts . 
"The pool, 11 explained Tr avers , indulgently , "Quite a big pool 

it was . Something in the neig hbourhood of twenty - five pounds. 
And as it was my study , and as the other players were my guest a, I 
recei ved i t very forcibly in the neck . At certain change s of the 
weather I can st ill feel pains in my old wounds," ho addod r eminis
cently . 

Within a for, dBJ"s of his arriva l in the Remove, Vivian Travers 
firmly es t ablishod himself with the othe r junio rs. Al though dis -
pl ayin g an occasiona l l ik in g for cigarette smokin g and a 11flu t t er ", ' 
he pr oved to bo an excellent foo t b~ller and - th e foll ov:ing SUlllllor -
a first - rate all round cricket er. He uas also a very skilfu l motor 
cyclist, al though incli ned t o r ecklossnoss; as was proved i n 110. 91 
First New Serio s. whon with a calm disregard for danger, he ac.-
cepted a dare fr om his study - mates , Gullive r and Boll , to leap an 
oight - feet re.vin e on hi s ' biko ' • Only Jil!l!lie Pott' s courage se.ved 
hio from cer t ai n death on the rocks thrse hundr ed fee t be l ow. 
Traver s repaid the debt by forcing the rascal l y stock - broke r, 
Grayson to restore to J immie snd his mother t hei r lost fortune; 
thus enabling the boot-boy- to take his ri ghtful place in t he St. 
Frank's Remove as Sir James Potts , Bart . 

A litt le later ( in First lie•· Series !lo. 113- 117 ) , Traver s 
showed c le arly ths t mixture of good and bad in his natur e . ~thbe rt 
Chambers of the Fifth had just celebrated his bir t hda.n and Gray
son snd Shaw, his Form mates, had planned to entice him into a 
gambling session oo that they could rob him of t he substantial sums 
of money that he had r eoe i ved from his fond relations . Travers, 
hearing of the plan , had good-natu r edly in-,eig led Chambers int o a 
game of his om, , so that he could win t he money, r etur ning it later 
when Chamber' a danger was over . 
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Unfortunately, llr . Paget t of the Fifth, had interrupted 

Traver• s pl an, and Chsmbere and Travers had been flogged fo r 
gambling. Chambers, in addition , had been sent down to the Re
move for hie pereistent slacking . It had Blll\leed Travors to eee 
the stupid and pompous Fifth-former in the Remove, but, &t the 
same time, he felt that he wu , in somo part, responsible. He 
decided, as a measure of atonement, to pueh Chambers into the 
oap t ainoy. He oommenced his plan by arranging that Nipper should 
f!nd him, Trave rs, smoking just before an important matoh, Nippe r 
had no aHernati ve but to dro p him fro m the match; and as a resuH 
Nipper ' a eleven l ost . Prompted by Travers, Chembers ori ti ois,id 
Nipper's handl ing of the oaptaincy, and fine.lly chru.lonS')d him to 
a fight. The r e sult waa inconclueivo, but Travers pres sed for an 
ele otion, and Cbacl>ers we.a mode Junior Ce.pt!lin . But his bung ling 
of the new poei tion soon foun d Cbe.mbere in difficul tiee, and when 
Travers leernt tbot he rta s dropping the regul,.r eleve n orioketere 
for nonentitiee and ,rasters, he decided that hie whimeicru. scheming 
bad gone far enough. He, t he refore, chang ed his colours, and 
uain g all his efforts and oool ner ve go t !lipper re-instated and 
Chambers eent doom to the Third Form! 

And later on, during the Removi tee I viei t to Indio, vrben th ey 
were beeeigne d in the Kypur Pass fortrese by the rascally Alneer of 
Richnir , it <1as Travere •s cool re souroefu ln eee that brou ght help in 
t he nick of time . 

J>.iring the following autumn t erm, Travers again showed bis 
ak:111 - not only as a achemer, but as a first-class Soccer forward . 
Bannington TOIYll, the local profeee i onal Soccer club , were having a 
bad season. Its supporte r o had beoome apathetic as a result of 
its poor showi ng in the league. In lll'l attecpt to r evive interest, 
Vivian Travere persuaded the Bannington Tovin' s manag er, llr. Billings , 
to arrange a ma toh between the Junior Ele ven and the Town Reserves. 
llr. Billin gs had even agreed to a match with the Town first team 
if the juniors '70n . He he.d, of course , no doubt that St. Franks 
would be beaten, but he under-estim a ted the juniors. !lipper• s 
teem tron " h1trd-fought battle by four goa ls to two. Trave r s, him
se l f, scored •· miracle goal from a pass by Reggio Pitt , and again 
we quote Ur. Brooks , "Vivian Travers le ap t fo:mard , gathering the 
l ea t ~_er u, _bis st rid e_, nnd t?.ok a first~time ollot _ on the run. _ 

(?'e regret that through laok of space , the reet of tbie 
interesting article baa to be held over until next month , )" 



LATE LE'l'1'ER 

M.'\Y 24th, 1955. 
Dear Herbert Leokenby , 

llsny thanks for your kind and informative let ter . I shall 
take the matter up wit h t he honourable member as soon a.e I get a 
li ttle l eisure to do so. 

Some of our friends may be i nt ereste d to hear t hnt W.G.Bunt er 
wil l be having another run on t e l evisio n this sUltl!lor. I have 
ju st completed the play s , and expec t t o see them begin 1n June. 

With kindest rege.rds. 
Vary sincer3ly , 

FRAJ:K RIC!IARDS. 
(Mr. Woodrow ·Wyatt is no 1.onge r a Member.. H.L. ) 

WRITE N(]/1, TO T, LAMBffiT, WHO PROBABLY HAS THOSE BOOKS YOU REQUIRE, 
{.AND NEEDS YWR DUPLICATES). 25,009.W.GAZiliES Ill STOCK. ALL TYPES 
(1800 - 1950). SATISFACTION GUAPJ.JiTEED, S. J:.. E. PLEASE, 347 

GERTR.tJ'llE.R?IJ.\ ~?111Y1,~H. .. . ...... .. ...... ... ...... . .............. . 
VIA!ITED1 complete e.nd i.n r easonable condition S. 0.L' s, !Jos. 374, 
379, 385, 394, 400, 403, 407, 4o8. Your valuations asked . 
D. llllRRISOI!, 51 l!ER'rol! MANSIONS, LO!IDON, s. w.20. 
Wanted: -i~b~; a;,., s or' · i,~ -s • ... P.ap; ·r~: Alto loose copie s of the 
rar er type of paper s such as "School and Sport" , "Empiro Library 11

, 

" Scoops" and many of the Victo rian or s . W, O. G. LOFTS, 56 
SHERI11G.IWI_ HOOSE, LISS°.N S'rRE:E'l', .. MARLEBOllE, .LONDON, .'.I '.VI . l • .. 

Uil!iTED: "CiWJPI ON' S" llos , 14 and 15 and 38 t o 52. STATE PRICE 
IJWNOS, AVAJ.LAllLE. ALL LETTERS ANS1'1mED. JOl!ll BUSH, 32 \7JIJ>mi 
AvmuE, ___ CHISLEBURST, KENT. _ ................... __ .. 
~ · No. l ' s; Champion (1922); Cept ,.in; Pals ; Nick Ce.rto r ; 
Rover~ ; Boys Renlm {new series); Modern Boy; Skip per. Offers. 
T. _.J O!lliSON, ... ~ .f.. 0.11'1':A._G~,.RAJ.3!__!.'.~, /!E.ST<>ll1 .!:111R.,4,1..1 ... C~~Hpt~: .... .... 
f/A.~TED: NELOO!l LEES, 1st NEW SERIES ONLY, 
COlIDITIOll, AJID SERIES NUIIBll!S A'l.t.IL/JlLE. 
33 :BRAE STREEl', LIVERPOOL, 1, !..!NCS, 

··········***** 

PLEASE STATE PRICE, 
NORllAll PRAGJIELL, 

YCJIK DliPLICt.Til!G SERVICES, 7 The Shambles , York . Tel ephone 5148. 


